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SOUTHERN SEAWATER DESALINATION PLANT–MUNDARING WEIR — 

GLOBAL WATER SUMMIT AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Water 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [12.14 pm]: I would like to bring to the house’s 

attention an exciting announcement from the Global Water Summit, at which our southern seawater desalination 

plant was awarded ―Desalination Plant of the Year‖—a fantastic achievement. Also, the Mundaring water 

treatment plant was runner up in the ―Water Deal of the Year‖ category. 

The Global Water Awards recognise what senior executives across the international water industry acknowledge 

as the most important achievements of the past year. There was some stiff competition in both categories, with 

projects nominated from Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Algeria and Mexico. Both awards are outstanding 

recognition for all the hard work that has gone into these projects, and demonstrate that the Water Corporation’s 

delivery and alliances are the benchmark around the world. 

I was personally very proud to open the southern seawater desalination plant on 2 September last year. I am also 

proud of the decision this Liberal–National government made to double the capacity of the desalination plant to 

100 gigalitres and to expand key pipelines. This $450 million investment will help drought-proof our water 

supply and ensure we have a safe and secure water supply whatever the seasons bring. 

In April I visited the site to see how works were progressing on the expansion of the desalination plant, and I can 

report they are on schedule, with more than 300 workers on site to deliver water by December 2012. I can also 

report that 87 per cent of the total money spent on stage 2 has been outlaid in Australia, with nearly 60 per cent 

of that amount going to Western Australian businesses. This follows on from the stage 1 project, where 75 per 

cent of the $955 million spent on this project was within Australia—50 per cent in Western Australia, and 15 per 

cent in the south west for contractors and suppliers. 

Once again, I would like to congratulate the Water Corporation and its partners on receiving these Global Water 

Awards. These projects have been delivered through extensive collaboration with the private sector as an 

alliance contract and a public–private partnership. They are excellent examples of government and the private 

sector working together. They have been recognised with state and national awards and have now received 

international acknowledgement. 

I would also like to reflect on an article by Mark Beyer in Perth Business News, in which he states — 

Government agencies should employ a range of contracting models. It gives them more flexibility, 

enables them to tap into the skills and expertise of the private sector, and enables them to evaluate 

competing procurement and contracting models. 

These projects show the government’s ongoing commitment to ensuring water security for our state, and these 

Global Water Awards reinforce that the Water Corporation is ahead of the game in the delivery of large-scale 

infrastructure projects. 

 


